The influence of dietary protein on carcass composition and sexual maturity in a randombred population of Japanese quail (R1) and a subline of R1 selected for increased body weight.
1. Selection for body weight in Japanese quail has altered the protein requirements for growth and reproductive development in the selected line and randombred control population from which it was developed. 2. In both the selected and randombred lines, the protein requirement for growth is different from that for maximal reproductive development.